MINUTES OF THE ELECTORAL REVIEW WORKING GROUP
HELD ON
30 November 2021

7.30 - 8.54 pm

PRESENT
Committee Members
Councillor Simon Carter (Chair)
Councillor Tony Edwards
Councillor James Leppard
Councillor Chris Vince
Officers
Hannah Criddle, Governance Support Officer
Simon Hill, Director of Governance and Corporate Support
Janet Jackson, Corporate and Governance Support Team Leader
1.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR
RESOLVED that Councillor Simon Carter be elected as Chair.

2.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

3.

TERMS OF REFERENCE
RESOLVED that the Working Group noted the Terms of Reference.

4.

ELECTORAL REVIEW TIMETABLE
RESOLVED that the Working Group noted the timetable.

5.

HARLOW COUNCIL ELECTORAL CYCLES
The Working Group received a report on Harlow Council Electoral Cycles.
The Working Group considered the pros and cons of elections by thirds
and all out elections as detailed in the report. The Working Group also
considered the costs of elections and the estimated costs of carrying out
consultation with the public.
The Working Group noted that consultation with the public on changing to
all-out elections could be carried out at any stage in the future.
RESOLVED that the Working Group recommend that the Council
does not proceed with public consultation on opting for all out
elections at this time for the following reasons:

a) The time constraints of making a decision following a
consultation by the end of March;
b) The Covid-19 pandemic is still ongoing;
c) Given the results of the survey on turnout in local elections
there were concerns that there wouldn’t be enough public
appetite for a meaningful result;
d) A consultation would not be appropriate at the current time;
and
e) There is no current budget for the consultation.

6.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND NEXT STEPS
The Working Group noted that there would be a further meeting on 16
December 2021 to consider a report on council size. Following the
meeting, any proposals on changes to council size would need to be
formally agreed by a meeting of the Special Council in February 2022
ready for submission to the Local Government Boundary Commission
(LGBCE) by March 2022.
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